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expert were true, my remarks might be regarded as "too harsh a
rebuke". But, as a matter of fact, to distinguish weavable yarn
from unweavable is a simple performance. The eye tells one whe-
ther it is even or uneven or fluffy, and a pull by the hand shows
whether it is well-twisted or not. It is, therefore, not necessary for
one to be a weaver to know roughly the quality of yarn spun.
Moreover, a careful man will go to a weaver to have his yarn
tested by him. Thousands who are spinning well are not weavers
at all, but they distinguish good yarn from bad without much diffi-
culty. It is quite likely that the yarn sent by my correspondent
was received at the Ashram. But, being incessantly on the move, I
would not have got it. But, henceforth, he should adopt the sug-
gestion I have made. In the jail, we had a sample of mill-spun
yarn about two yards in length given and we were called upon to
spin according to the sample. Everyone who cannot judge from
directions should procure a little mill-yarn of a given count and
draw a thread of that count and quality. It is, perhaps, now clear
why I accused spinners, who sent indifferent ropes, of "stealing
merit3*. But to show that I did not wish to do any injustice to any
spinner I hasten to admit that there must be many like the pleader
friend who have sent bad yarn, because they have known no better.
But these are not many for the simple reason that warnings and
instructions were repeatedly issued in these pages as also separately
by the AJ.K.B. during the time that yarn was being delivered
to it.

SPINNING IN SCHOOLS

The brilliant success that has attended the introduction of
spinning in the Alfahabad Municipal schools has been adverted
to in the columns of Toung India already. Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru now reports:

The Municipal Boards of Lucknow, Farrukhabad, Banaras, Gawnpore
and Mirzapur, and the District Boards of Jhansi, Banda, Basti and Azam-
bag have introduced or are introducing spinning in their schools. It appears
that many other local boards in U.P. are considering the matter and are
communicating with the U.P., P.G.G. in regard to it.

I venture to congratulate these municipalities on their lauda-
ble resolve. A serious obstacle in the way of introducing spinning
in its schools that was complained of by the municipal education
department of Allahabad, in its report, was the frequency with
which the wheels got out of order and want of space. With care-
ful handling, no spinning-wheel need go out of repair. But the
complaint about space is a serious handicap in all cities. I com-